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CSAVR Capitol Hill Insider e-brief is a monthly series covering Capitol Hill updates, White House & Administration activities, state and national advocacy, DC beltway intel, litigation, and news of particular interest to member state vocational rehabilitation agencies. For more Information (FMI), contact tferguson@csavr.org.
 
 HIGHLIGHTS:
 
1. Capitol Hill Updates & Legislative Action –Appropriations, WIOA, IDEA & Medicaid
1. White House & Administration Activities– Older Americans Month, Global Accessibility Awareness Day, & SSA
1. Turning Our Eyes to the States -  Pennsylvania & Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services 
1. Beltway Intel &  –DREDF Survey & Olmstead Events 
                          
[bookmark: CAP] CAPITOL HILL UDPATES & LEGISLATIVE ACTION

FY 2025 Appropriations Update 

House Appropriations Committee Chairman released $1.6 trillion of allocations for fiscal year 2025 spending, clearing the way for subcommittee work. The House Appropriations Committee is pressing for the 12 appropriations bills to be finished by July 10, an ambitious timetable that aims toward pre-August recess passage.  Of the 12 appropriations bills, the House Labor-Health-Education Appropriations Bill may get a 10% cut but we are hearing on the Senate side the cuts will look different leading to a long drawn out process of negotiations with the House.

It is important to know that CSAVR, along with thirteen (13) National Organizations including NCSAB and the National Rehabilitation Association (NRA) sent a letter to Committee Chairs of the House and Senate Appropriations Committee to express our deep concern over the rescission of the statutorily mandated inflationary increase to the Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) State grants. CSAVR is working with the Consortium for Constituents with Disabilities (CCD) Employment Taskforce to schedule Hill visits regarding advocacy to not cut the VR State grant COLA. 
 
FMI: See VR Appropriations Letter

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act Reauthorization (WIOA)

The House passed the A Stronger Workforce for America Act back in April aimed to reauthorize WIOA, only Titles I-III. There is complete agreement among House and Senate Committee leadership that Title IV (the Rehabilitation Act) will not be opened in this reauthorization to protect the Competitive Integrated Employment (CIE) definition. 
The bottom-line information to know regarding the House Bill that impacts VR is the following:  

· Section 111: Ensuring VR has a seat on the State Workforce Development Board 
· Section 112: State Plans removal of the 2-year modification and having continual assessments leading to perhaps more frequent updates to State Plans
· Section 119 – Performance Accountability System- performance measures
· Section 121: Reform funding to the infrastructure costs ensuring the “cap” is not stripped from the language

The Senate right now is working on its “bipartisan workforce package” and trying to get it passed before the August recess. CSAVR is monitoring the Senate side as we do not know yet if the Senate will be taking up the same language as the House bill but have heard that apprenticeship/work-based learning will be a focus. 

Lastly, As the Senate works through the WIOA bill,  the Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Full Committee will be holding the following hearing: The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act: Supporting Efforts to Meet the Needs of Youth, Workers, and Employers on Wednesday, June 12th where CSAVR will be in attendance.

FMI: See Section by Section analysis of A Stronger Workforce for America Act bill 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 

CSAVR signed on to a CCD letter urging Congress to put IDEA on a 10-year glide path to full funding. The letter urges appropriators to provide no less than $16, 259 billion Part B State Grants that relates to special education for school-aged children with disabilities (ages 3 to 21) while holding all other education programs harmless from funding cuts. There is legislation in the House and Senate that would provide full funding for IDEA over time. 

FMI: See letter of coalition     

Medicaid Hearing

The House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee held a hearing: “Legislative Proposals to Increase Medicaid Access and Improve Program Integrity”, Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), Deputy Administrator and Director of the Center for Medicaid and CHIP Services, was the key witness. Committee members discussed the current legislative proposals to address the direct workforce, reducing waiting lists, and home community-based services. 

FMI: See written testimony that outlines some of the recent regulations. 
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Older Americans Month 

Last month, the Biden-Harris Administration officials and advocates celebrated the White House Older Americans Month. Featured speakers, Neera Tanden, Assistant to the President and Domestic Policy Advisor, Nancy Lea Mond, Executive Vice President, AARP, John Laadt, Senior Advisor, White House Office of Public Engagement, Assistant Secretary Lisa Gomez, U.S. Department of Labor and Dora Hughes, M.D., M.P.H., Acting Chief Medical Officer and Acting Director of the Center for Clinical Standards and Quality (CCSQ) for the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and many more. 
FMI: Watch the recording here. 
Global Accessibility Awareness Day  

On Global Accessibility Awareness Day, senior Biden-Harris Administration officials hosted aging and disability advocates, technology leaders, and federal agency leaders from across the country to celebrate Global Accessibility Awareness Day. Assistant to the President and Domestic Policy Advisor Neera Tanden, Assistant to the President and White House Office of Science and Technology Policy Director Arati Prabhakar, Assistant to the President and Director of Intergovernmental Affairs Tom Perez, U.S. Department of Justice Assistant Attorney General Kristen Clarke, and Joseph Nye, Desk Officer for the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, provided remarks, highlighting the progress made toward digital inclusion and accessibility.
 
FMI: Watch the recording found here.

Social Security Administration  
The Social Security Administration (SSA) finalized a rule to adjust how it calculates Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits, specifically regarding the treatment of “in-kind support and maintenance” in the form of rental subsidies. Currently, beneficiaries often see their benefits reduced if their housing costs are lower than market value, but this varies across states. This new standard will potentially increase SSI payments for about 41, 000 people to qualify for SSI annually. This change aims to improve program equity and streamline administrative processes
FMI: See the finalized rule 
Lastly, on June 4th, the Social Security Administration (SSA) celebrated 50 years of administering the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) program. Fifty years later, the SSI program remains a lifeline by providing cash assistance to about 2% of the U.S. population, approximately 7.5 million people, with limited income and resources, including nearly 1 million low-income children with disabilities. As we know, SSI benefits can help pay for basic needs like rent, food, clothing, and medicine, reducing the number of people in extreme poverty, and alleviating the burden on other family members.
FMI: See press release
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TURNING OUR EYES TO STATES 
Pennsylvania’s Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR) 
Integrated employment opportunities like the OVR internship give these students a chance to prove themselves and dispel misperceptions about the capabilities of people with disabilities to contribute in the workplace. “ The OVR internship program shows the next generation of workers the crucial role that Commonwealth agencies play in serving Pennsylvanians — and equips them with the necessary tools and confidence needed to be successful in the workplace, said Secretary of Administration Neil Weaver.”
Secretary of Labor & Industry Nancy Walker, OVR Director Ryan Hyde, and Acting Deputy Secretary for Human Resources and Management Jason Swarthout met with the interns for their orientation  held in person in Harrisburg and offered virtually for students participating from other locations in Pennsylvania. The 25 students hail from across Pennsylvania and will be based in Harrisburg, as well as Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Reading, Johnstown, and Norristown. 
Celebrate with OVR for expanding career development opportunities and fostering a diverse and inclusive state government workforce!
FMI: See media article for OVR
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services (IVRS)  
Iowa Vocational Rehabilitation Services helped Bret McCollum when a sudden, severe health condition upended him and it was his counselor from Vocational Rehabilitation Services who helped him begin to rebuild. Bret started a job at McDonalds, IVRS arranged for supported employment services to help accommodate concerns for his balance and practical and social work skills. 
Great success story that changed, Bret’s life and got him back on his feet because that’s the impact of VR!  
FMI: See Bret's success story
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Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund Survey (Please share broadly with your partners)

Disability community members are invited to participate in a research study being conducted by Smart Growth America, supported by the International Parking & Mobility Institute and the Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund.
The research team is seeking to learn more about the needs and challenges people with disabilities meet when walking and rolling. This survey is looking to know what it looks, sounds, and feels like when a street serves walking, biking, and driving for all people, including people with disabilities. Participants should be over 18 years of age. 
Input will provide the research team with useful information to design better streets for everyone, and guide future legislative efforts. 
FMI: Take survey here
OLMSTEAD 25th Anniversary  

The story of the Olmstead case begins with two women, Lois Curtis and Elaine Wilson, who had mental illness and developmental disabilities, and were voluntarily admitted to the psychiatric unit in the State-run Georgia Regional Hospital. Following the women's medical treatment there, mental health professionals stated that each was ready to move to a community-based program. However, the women remained confined in the institution, each for several years after the initial treatment was concluded. They filed suit under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for release from the hospital.

On June 22, 1999, the United States Supreme Court held in Olmstead v. L.C. that unjustified segregation of persons with disabilities constitutes discrimination in violation of title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. The Court held that public entities must provide community-based services to persons with disabilities when (1) such services are appropriate; (2) the affected persons do not oppose community-based treatment; and (3) community-based services can be reasonably accommodated, taking into account the resources available to the public entity and the needs of others who are receiving disability services from the entity.

CSAVR is excited to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the Olmstead decision on June 22, 2024, commemorating the right for individuals with disabilities to live in their community.

See Olmstead events below: 

June 12:  Advocating for Community-Based Services for Children with Mental Disabilities, celebrating the 25th anniversary of the landmark decision with legal experts, advocates, policy makers and mental health professionals. Celebrating on accomplishments, lessons learned, the future of Olmstead related legal advocacy and the lives and legacies of plaintiffs Lois Curtis and Elaine Wilson and all who fight to live outside of institutions and to live full lives in communities.

FMI: Register for free

June 18: The Consortium for Constituents with Disabilities (CCD) invites you to the 25th-anniversary event of the Supreme Court Olmstead v. Lois Curtis decision, which affirmed the right of people with disabilities the right to community living. Listen and learn from people with lived experience about how this decision affects their lives and what Congress must do to ensure that every disabled person has equitable access to community living.  

CSAVR is on the planning committee, alongside other National organizations so if you are in the DMV area, we would love to see you there! 3:00 – 4:00 pm- Location: Senate Russell Office Building, Room SR-385, and 2 Constitution Ave NE, Washington DC 

FMI: RSVP to Tonia Ferguson at tferguson@csavr.org.
June 20: Save the Date: Commemorating the 25th Anniversary of Olmstead | ACL Administration for Community Living.
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